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GRAFFITI: This graffiti was discovered Sunday morning at St. David's Episcopal 
Church in Bean Blossom. Angie Amauge 


"HEIL TRUMP': The organist for St. David's Episcopal Church in Bean Blossom was 


the first to discover the graffiti Sunday morning. 


SWASTIKA: Hundreds of similar attacks have been reported around the country 
since Election Day. 


House of Burgess: In the United 
States of hatred 


Hundreds of attacks reported since Trump's 
election 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


[Editor's note: May 3, 2017, St. David's Episcopal Church organist George 


Nathaniel Stang, 26, Bloomington, was arrested on a Class A misdemeanor 


charge of institutional criminal mischief. Please read the May 10, 2017 


column for an update to this column. ] 


It was Sunday morning in Bean Blossom, and the organist for St. David’s 
Episcopal Church was the first to arrive before 9:30 a.m. services. As 
worshipers approached, they saw it: three large swaths of graffiti on the 
sides of the church. The black, spray-painted messages adorning the blue 


walls were: a swastika, “HEIL TRUMP” and an unrepeatable gay slur. 


The timing of Saturday night’s attack was diabolical — chosen for maximum 
impact. Whoever did this waited four days after Republican candidate 
Donald Trump beat Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton in the Electoral 
College (but not the popular vote) to win the presidency. Churchgoers were 


forced to see it as they approached to worship. 


I spoke with parishioner Angie Amauge on the phone that very morning 
after I saw her photos. This hit home. I spent many summers attending St. 
David’s during my youth when I was a counselor at Waycross Camp. Some 
of the most meaningful experiences of my life happened right there in 


Brown County. 


If you call yourself a Christian and you see a church vandalized with 
homophobic slurs and Nazi iconography and your first response isn’t 


revulsion, I don’t know what kind of Christian you think you are. 


After I posted Angie’s photos on Twitter and Facebook, they were shared 
thousands of times. I received many responses that were some version of: 
This is fake. The idea that an outsider or a “paid protester” would pick Bean 
Blossom to stage this is laughable if you’ve ever been there. It’s an 
unincorporated community with one main intersection: Indiana 45 and 
Indiana 135. When the McDonald’s Shopworth IGA was still open, it sold 
shirts in a variety of colors that read: Beautiful Downtown Bean Blossom. 
This shirt is hilarious because there’s nothing “downtown” about Bean 


Blossom. 


This wasn’t even the only attack on an Episcopal church the same day. 


“A sign outside the Episcopal Church of Our Savior in Silver Spring, 
Maryland appears to have been marked with political vandalism,” reported 
WTTG-TV’s Marina Marraco on Sunday. “The vandalized sign, posted 
outside the church, reads ‘Misa en Espanol,’ indicating that masses are 
offered in Spanish at the church, and lists mass times. On the back, 
someone appears to have scrawled “Trump nation, whites only’ in black 


marker.” 


Hundreds of attacks have been reported around the country since Trump’s 


victory, including several more in Indiana alone. 


“Bloomington police are investigating swastikas and ‘KKK’ graffiti left on 


the B-Line Trail overnight,” reported WRTV’s Jordan Fischer on Friday. 


More targeted hate has been seen elsewhere in the Hoosier State. 


“Election-related taunts of Hispanic students in Vice President-elect Mike 
Pence’s hometown of Columbus have prompted school administrators to call 
for civility and respect,” reported The Indianapolis Star’s Tony Cook, 
Chelsea Schneider and Stephanie Wang on Thursday. “Those taunts have 
included chants of ‘build that wall!’ that made some students 


uncomfortable.” 


Trump broke his silence, claiming shock in an interview with Lesley Stahl of 


“60 Minutes,” filmed Friday and broadcast Sunday. 


“Tam so saddened to hear that,” he said. “And I say, ‘Stop it.’ If it — if it 


helps. I will say this, and I will say right to the cameras: Stop it.” 


Trump has openly courted the white supremacist vote this entire campaign: 
From pretending not to know who former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke 
was when asked about his endorsement, to retweeting racists on Twitter to 
now appointing white nationalist Steve Bannon as chief strategist. Each 
person who voted for Trump has to have either chosen to look past his 


hateful rhetoric or identified with it. 


I was certain Trump would not win the presidency. I didn’t even prepare 
myself for this possibility because it was too awful to contemplate. I woke 
up the day after Election Day feeling like a stranger in my own country. I 


resolve to be in touch with the reality that this country is much more hateful 


than I had previously thought and to be more vigilant than ever about 


calling it out. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


